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Mever Man ſpake like this Man. 


T hath frequently been intimated, by 


thoſe who are diſaffected to Chriſti- 
anity, that the teſtimony of the evangeliſts 
and apoſtles, with regard to the facts con- 
tained in the New Teſtament, is not ſuffi- 
cient; and that it is neceſlary for theſe facts 
to receive an additional confirmation from 
the teſtimony of enemies. To aſſert that 
the evidence given by the evangeliſts and 
apoſtles is not ſufficient, appears very un- 
juſt ; becauſe it is the evidence of men who 
had the beſt opportunity of being acquaint- 


ed with the truth of the matters they re- 


late. It is the evidence of men who could 
not be impoſed upon themſelves, and who 
could have no intention to impoſe upon 


others: and is not this an evidence of ſuch 


a nature as to be the moſt proper, ſtrong, 
and convincing, that can well be offered ? 


'B It 
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It may, however, be obſerved, that the 


converſion of every fingle perſon, who had 
been formerly averſe to the goſpel, did, in 
reality, conſtitute the teſtimony of an ene- 
my. To expect thut a man ſhowld bear 
witneſs to the mighty wonders which were 


done by Jeſus, and, at the ſame time, re- 


ject his claims, would, in general, be ex- 
tremely abſurd. But there were preat 
numbers, who were filled with prejudices 
againſt tne Son of God, and who, in con- 
ſequence of the miraculous works they 
beheld, gave up their prejudices, and be- 
came zealous for his ſacred authority. 
Now, did not every inſtance of this kind 
truly form the evidence of an adverſary ? 
It may, farther, be remarked, that many 
of the facts recorded in the New Teſta- 
ment are occaſionally confirmed by Pagan 
writers: and it merits particular notice, 
that ſeveral of the moſt ancient and inve- 


terate oppoſers of Chriſtianity ſeem to have 
admitted the truth of the extraordinary 


cures which were performed by the Re- 


deemer; but endeavoured to account for 
them on other principles than his having a 


divine commiſſion, The principles, how- 
| ever, 
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ever, which they were obliged to adopt, 
are manifeſtly ridiculous ; and\ would be 
treated with the utmoſt contempt in the 
preſent enlightened age. 

We might, here, add, that the caſe of 
Judas affords a ſtriking example of that 
ſort of teſtimony which ſome ſceptical per- 
ſons require. Judas was certainly an ene- 
my to our Lord; and if he could have 
found any thing blameable in the charac- 
ter, or falſe in the pretenſions of Chriſt, 
would undoubtedly have declared it, in or- 
der to juſtify his own behaviour. He had 
the fulleſt opportunity of detecting the 
fraud, if there had been the leaſt fraud in 
the conduct of Jeſus. But though he was 
both able and willing to diſcover every cir- 
cumſtance that might affect the reputation 
of the Son of God, had any ſuch circum- 
ſtance exiſted, yet he was ſo far from doing 
it, that he was forced to proclaim his own 
iniquity before the Jewiſh ſanhedrim; and 
to teſtify, in the moſt public manner, the 
innocence and integrity of the Saviour. 
Here, then, is the evidence of an adver- 
{ary : an adverſary too, who had all poſſible 
advantages for knowing whether the de- 
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portment of the Redeemer was indeed ex- 
cellent, and his miracles truly performed; 
and who muſt have had the ſtrongeſt incli- 
nation to ſay the worſt of his divine Maſter. 

If we look into the ſacred hiſtory, we 
ſhall find, alſo, that the Phariſces were 
obliged, more than once, in open council, 
to acknowledge the reality of the wonder- 
ful works which were done by our Lord or 
his apoſtles. 

To purſue this ſubject no farther; the 
fine character given of Chriſt in the text 
was the teſtimony of enemies. It was ut- 
tered by certain officers, whom the rulers 
of the Jews had ſent to take Jeſus, in or- 
der to put Him to death, When theſe of- 
ficers came near Him, and they came, no 
doubt, with minds greatly averſe to his 
perſon and claims, they were ſo ſtricken 
with the divinity of his doctrine, and with 
the dignity and beauty of his addreſs, as 
to be rendered incapable of executing their 
purpoſe. Inſtead, therefore, of attempt- 
ing it, they return with ſurpriſe to the 
chief prieſts, and exhibit this illuſtrious at- 
teſtation in his favour ; Never man 'ſpake lite 


this man. 
How 
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How true this aſſertion is, it will be our 
preſent buſineſs to ſhew ; and then to con- 
clude with ſome proper reflections. 

We are, firſt, To ſhew the truth of the 
character given of our Saviour in the text. 
And here a number of things might be 
mentioned, that contribute to the excel- 
lence of public ſpeaking ; but we ſhall re- 
duce our thoughts to two or three heads, 
which will compriſe the leading circum- 
ſtances that conſtitute the value of any diſ- 
courſe. 

1, It will be found that never man ſpoke 
like the bleſſed Jeſus, if we conſider the 
ſubjects upon which He treated, and the 
ſentiments He advanced with regard to 
thoſe ſubjects. That the importance of its 
ſubject, and the ſolidity of its ſentiments, 
are of vaſt, nay, of eſſential conſequence 
to the real worth of a diſcourſe, cannot 
poſſibly be called into queſtion. Let us, 
then, examine the ſermons of our Saviour 
in this view; and we ſhall eafily perceive 
that they are abundantly ſuperior to what- 
ever the human underſtanding hath been 
able to produce. 


The 
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The affairs that were diſcuſſed by the 
celebrated orators of antiquity were uſually 
of a temporal nature. Sometimes, indeed, 
they were affairs of great moment, and 
ſuch as related to the being and welfare of 
nations and public ſocieties ; but ſtill they 
were only temporal, Whereas the things 
which were treated of by the Redeemer 
were the grand, the everlaſting, concerns 
of religion. The nature, unity, attributes, 
and morab government of God; the wor- 
{hip we ought to pay Him; the method in 
which his favour may be acquired; the 
glorious ſcheme He hath eſtabliſhed for our 
pardon, recovery, and ſalvation; the duties 
that are incumbent upon us, in our ſeveral 
relations and characters of life; the ſup- 
ports and aſſiſtances which ſhall be afforded 
us in the diſcharge of theſe duties; the pri- 
vileges we enjoy as Chriſtians ; the reſur- 
rection of the dead; the ſtrict account we 
Mall paſs through at the laſt day; and the 
final iflue of that account, in our eternal 
deſtruction or our eternal felicity ; — theſe, 
theſe were the themes upon which our Lord 
ſpoke to the children of men: and theſe are 
themes infinitely more weighty than even 
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the great matters that employed the elo- 
quence of the nobleſt orators, when they con- 
tended for the liberties, and the very exiſtence, 
of the republics to which they belonged. - 

As the ſubjects diſcuſſed by our Saviour 
were thus inexpreſſibly momentous, ſo the 
ſentiments advanced by Him were incom- 
parably preferable to what had hitherto 
been offered on the ſame ſubjects. 

We ſhall find in his ſyſtem of religion 
two'circumſtances, which muſt always con- 
ſtitute the chief value of every religious 
ſyſtem ; purity and perfection. 

That the doctrine of the goſpel is ſtrictly 
pure and holy, is plain from its whole te- 
nor; nor doth it contain a ſingle page but 
what is declarative of this truth. The diſ- 
courſes of our divine Maſter are ſolid, ra- 
tional, and manly ; abſolutely free from all 
fooliſh mixtures, and from all ſuperſtitious 

opinions. Is there one expreſſion in them 
which, in any reſpect, encourages, or al- 
lows, the leaſt degree of iniquity? Do they 
not poſitively inſiſt upon an inward prin- 
ciple of piety and goodneſs, and aſſure us 
that nothing ſhort of this can be acceptable 
to the Deity? Do they not ſevercly con- 

demn 


WE 
demn the behaviour of ſuch as truſt to ſpe- 
culations, ceremonies, and external devo- 
tion; and require of us the moſt ſacred, 


refined, and heavenly diſpoſitions of ſoul ? 
The perfection of the religious ſyſtem 


delivered by Chriſt is equal to its purity, 


It we look into it, with even a flight 
attention, we ſhall perceive that it is not 
defective in any important point. It pre- 


ſcribes our duty in all its extent, as reach- 


ing to ourſelves, to our fellow-creatures, 
and to the bleſſed God. It informs us how 
we ought to act in the different relations of 
human life, and conſiders us with regard 


to the whole of our exiſtence. It with- 


holds no branch of knowledge from us that 
may conduce to our welfare; is clear, cer- 
tain, and infallible in its declarations and 
dictates; provides for our moſt ſubſtantial 


comfort and happineſs in the preſent world, 
and for our ſupreme dignity and bliſs in the 


realms of immortality, 

Now, if we examine the writings of the 
Pagans in a religious view, will it not be 
extremely evident that they cannot com- 
pare with the ſermons of Jeſus, either with 


reſpect to purity or perfection? 
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How deficient the writings of the Pagans 
are with reſpect to purity, appears from 
the weak and fanciful things, and from the 
abſurd principles, that are to be found in 
their moſt celebrated compoſitions. The 
beſt of their philoſophical works, that have 
been tranſmitted into our hands, do unde- 
niably advance ſeveral opinions and ſenti- 
ments which are trifling or groundleſs. 
Sure we are, that the moſt admirable per- 
ſons whom the Heathen ages produced did 
frequently utter very ſtrange thoughts, and 
did frequently reaſon in a falſe or ſuperfi- 
cial manner ; though it muſt, at the ſame 
time, in juſtice to them, be acknowledged 
that they have delivered many paſſages 
which are peculiarly beautiful, fine, and 
noble. In ſhert, not one of the ancient 
philoſophers can pretend to vie with the 
diſcourſes of the Son of God, with regard 
to a freedom from every kind of abſurdity, 
error, or vicious mixture. | 
As little can the writings of the Pagans 
pretend to vie with the doctrine of the . 
pel, in the complete view which it gives 
of truth and duty. How defective they 
are, with relation to various points of vaſt 

C | moment 
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moment to the intereſts of knowledge and 
goodneſs, cannot have eſcaped the obſer- f 
vation of thoſe who have any acquaintance 
with them. Where ſhall we meet with 
| ſuch rational, ſuch elevated, ſuch full de- 
ſcriptions of the ever- bleſſed Deity ; where 
l ſhall we meet with ſuch clear, ſuch cer- 
tain, ſuch awful accounts of a future ſtate, 
as are to be found in the New Teſtament? 
But not to infiſt upon the abſurdities which 
the gentile authors have advanced concern- 
ing the nature of the gods, and the confu- 
ſion with which they talk on the immor- 
| tality of the foul, we ſhall only take notice, 
h at preſent, that their ſyſtems of morality 
if did greatly fail in delineating 'the worſhip, 
reverence, and obedience we owe to our 
Maker. Though a regard to the Almighty 
is the prime dictate of religion, and the 
grand chain which holds us to the practice 
of univerſal virtue, yet it is ſeldom treated 
upon in the works of the philoſophers ; 
and eſpecially thoſe works that were com- 
poſed before the appearance of our Saviour. 
But if we carry our thoughts forwards 
to the diſpenſation of Moſes, will it not 
ſtill be evident that never man ſpoke like 1 
ll the 
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the Redeemer ? The diſpenſation of Moſes 
did, indeed, proceed from the God and Fa- 
ther of lights by extraordinary revelation ; 
. diſplayed to mankind the fundamental truths 
of piety, afforded many admirable diſcove- 
ries, and was peculiarly ſuitable to the age 
in which it was publiſhed, and the people 
for whom it was intended. Neyertheleſs, 
how greatly was it inferior to the doctrine 
of Chriſt ! Its principal merit was its being 
preparatory to a better ſyſtem ; and, how- 
ever excellent it might be in various re- 
ſpects, it had chiefly a reference to the 
preſent life, its direct rewards and puniſh- 
ments being no other than temporal: 
whereas the amiable Jeſus hath opened to 
us the momentous concerns of immorta— 
lity, and the unſpeakable glories of the ce- 
leſtial world. As to the Abrahamic cove- 
nant, it did more immediately partake of 
the nature of the goſpel itſelf ; but then it 
only contained promiſes of the bleflings 
hereafter to be communicated, and not a 
full explanation of the bleſſings themſelves. 

The time would utterly fail us, ſhould 
we attempt to recount all the illuſtrious 
matters our divine Maſter hath treated 
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upon, and all the Godlike ſentiments He 
hath advanced concerning them. Beſides 
the pure and perfect view He hath given 
of natural religion, hath He not preſented 
us with new diſcoveries, motives, and proſ- 
pects, which are beyond the reach of hu- 
man reaſon? How noble, how tranſport- 
ing, how copious a ſubje& is the redemp- 
tion of man! How deeply are the pardon, 
comfort, and final ſalvation of every one 
of us intereſted in this ſubject! and this is 
the ſubject which the Saviour hath diſplay- 
ed in all its extent and luſtre. He hath 
diſplayed, in his diſcourſes upon it, the 
boundleſs mercy of his heavenly Father, 
his own aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion and ten- 
derneſs, the importance and neceſſity of his 
death and reſurrection, the office and aſſiſt- 
ances of the holy Spirit, the method in 
which we receive pardon and juſtification, 
together with a number of other weighty 

truths which are our honour and our joy. 
For a confirmation of whatever hath 
been alledged on this head, we may, with 
confidence, appeal to the ſacred lectures 
recorded by the Evangeliſts ; which will 
abundantly evince that. never man ſpoke 
like 
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like our Lord, with regard to the dignity 
of the affairs He treated on, or the ſolidity 
of the ſentiments that appeared in his ſer- 
mons. 

2. It will be found that never man ſpoke 
like the bleſſed Jeſus, if we reflect upon 
the manner in which his difcourſes were 
compoſed and delivered. Compoſition and 
delivery are circumſtances very much in- 
ſiſted on by critics, in their deſcriptions of 
a complete orator; and they certainly de- 
ſerve ſome degree of attention, though they 
are by no means ſo material as the thoughts 
we have already confidered. Indeed, the 
general declaration of the text would not 
have been greatly affected, had there been 
nothing peculiarly graceful in the language 
or addreſs of our Saviour's ſpeeches z be- 
caufe the grand excellence of a teacher who 
is ſent from God is to communicate thoſe 
informations and principles which are cal- 
culated to purify the ſoul, and to qualify it 
for everlaſting happineſs. The buſineſs of 
a divine inſtructor is not merely to pleaſe, 
but to improve; not ſolely to entertain the 
fancy, but chiefly to mend the heart. If 
the truths He reveals have a tendency to 

3 enlighten 
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enlighten the underſtanding, to corre& the 
temper, and to train us up for an immortal 
ſalvation, what doth it greatly ſignify tho” 
they ſhould not be propoſed to mankind 
with much beauty; any farther, at leaſt, 
than as ſomething of this kind may be eſ- 
ſentially connected with the main end which 
He has in view ? | 

It will, notwithſtanding, be manifeſt, 
upon a careful enquiry, that there was a 
deal of true elegance and force both in the 
compoſition and delivery of the Redeemer J 
leflons. 

The ancient Pagans carried eloquence to 
a vaſt height, valued themſelves prodigi- 
ouſly on the progreſs they had made in it, 
and have left works behind them which 
have a ſurprizing ſublimity, ſtrength, and 
harmony. We are not, . however, to ex- 
pect the ſame exactneſs in our Lord's diſ- 
courſes, or the ſame regard to little em- 


| belliſhments. Such a conduct would have 


been totally unworthy of Him, and would 
have rather ſavoured of human art. 
The character of Chriſt,. and the deſign 

of his ſermons, required a very different 
ſort of compoſition ; and in that fort which 
was 


( 5 J 
was proper for his purpoſe, He hath had 


no equals. - He was a Lawgiver from hea- 
ven; He was the Saviour of the world; 

He was the Son of God. It would, there- 
fore, have been wholly unſuitable- to his 
dignity to have deaſt-in laboured ornaments 
and pomp of expreſſion, and to have ſtu- 
died a curious arrangement of words. Ac- 


cordingly, his diſcourſes are ſimple, yet 


grand. They are plain, clear, and ſolid ; 
have a charming mixture of the rational 
and the affectionate; and unite familiarity 
and eaſe with majeſty and pathos. His 
parables, if examined with attention, will 
be found peculiarly fine; and his method 
of taking his inſtructions, metaphors, and 
language from the objects around Him, 
hath a moſt admirable propriety and beauty. 
In ſhort, nothing could be better adapted 
to the end He had in view than his ſer- 
mons were; and muſt not that be acknow- 
ledged to conſtitute the principal excellence 
of an orator ? 

If, from the compoſition, we dire& our 
thoughts to the delivery of our divine Ma- 
ſter's heavenly lectures, we ſhall have rea- 
ſon to believe that they were uttered in a 


manner 
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manner remarkably pleaſing and agreeable. 
This ſeems to be a circumſtance that par- 
ticularly excited the encomium of the text. 
This ſeems, likewiſe, to be hinted at in the 
accomt we have of the aſtoniſhment which 
the Jews were ſeized with, when they heard 
his diſcourſes : and of this we haye expreſs 
evidence, Luke iv. 22. where it is recorded 
of his countrymen at Nazareth, that they 
wondered at the graceful words which pro- 
eceded out of his mouth. One thing we 
may be well affured of, that He did him- 
felf feel the power of thoſe truths which 
He communicated to others; and thut is a 
mighty recommendation of a public Speak- 
er. Was He not poſſeſſed of all the virtues 
which He inculcated upon his hearers ? 
Nay, was He not poſſeſſed of them in a 
degree ſupremely amiable and perfect? Was 
He not a living and ſpotleſs example of 
whatever He: taught? Muſt not, therefore, 
his piety and benevolence have ſhone de- 
lightfully in his countenance, and have 
given a charming variety, emphaſis, and 
ſweetneſs to his aſpect, his voice, and his 
action? : 


Moreover, 


199 


Moreover, the authority with which the 
ſacred lectures of dur Lord were preached, 
was a vaſt and unparalleled advantage in 
their delivery. This is particularly taken 
notice of, by St. Matthew *, as what had a 
great influence upon the minds of the peo- 
ple. Our Saviour did not reaſon and plead 
in the method of common orators, though 
his diſcourſes were highly rational and pa- 
thetic; neither did He, like the Scribes, 
reſt the proof of his doctrines upon the 
opinions or traditions of the elders. On 
the contrary, as He was a divine legiſlator, 
He ſpoke in his own name. IS AY unTo 
You, was the language He uſed, and that 
the uſe of this language was accompanied 
with a peculiar majeſty, appears from the 
aſtoniſhment with which his auditors were 
ſtricken. Indeed, He might well aſſume 
an unuſual grandeur in the utterance of his 
ſpeeches ; for He was a teacher ſent from 
God, and had the power of performing 
miracles in confirmation of all that He ad- 
vanced. The wonderful works which He 
did, added an amazing efficacy ta his 
Heavenly ſermons, and demanded, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, the attention of the world. 
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Can we ſurvey the ſeveral thoughts which 
have now been ſuggeſted, without reflecting 
how happy the perſons were who lived in 
the time of our Lord's miniſtry upon earth, 
and had the opportunity of hearing his in- 
valuable inſtructions from his own mouth? 
What a glorious, what a raviſhing, enter- 
tainment mult it have been to be perſonally 
preſent, when He diſcuſſed the moſt ſu- 
blime and awful ſubjects, when He com- 
municated the pureſt and nobleſt ſenti- 
ments, when He delivered his ſpiritual 
truths with the utmoſt beauty of expreſ- 


ſion, and the utmoſt gracefulneſs and dig- 


nity of addreſs? Are we not ready to wiſh 
that we had enjoyed fo delightful a privi- 
lege? Do not we imagine that we ſhould 
have hung with tranſport upon the Savi- 
our's lips, and have yielded our whole ſouls 


to him, to be directed and governed at his 


pleaſure? Yet alas! ſuch is the ſtupidity, 
fuch the degeneracy, of mankind, that 
great multitudes, who had ſo mighty an 
advantage put into their hands, treated it 

with negle& and contempt. 
We have, however, the ſatisfaction of 
knowing 
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knowing that this was not univerſally the 
caſe : for it may be obſerved, once more, 
3. That never man ſpoke like the bleſſed 
Jeſus, if we conſider the effect which his 
diſcourſes had upon numbers of his hearers. 
It is poſſible for a compoſition to have the 
higheſt internal merit, without being at- 
tended with a proportionable ſucceſs. The 
beſt lefluns may, through the folly, preju- 
dices, and iniquity of mankind, be diſre- 
garded ; and it is well known that our Sa- 
viour was too much and too generally 
Nighted. But had He been lighted in a 
far greater degree than He really was, his 
ſermons would not have had the leſs excel- 
lence in themſelves. They would ſtill have 
been equally divine in their nature, equally 
noble in their purpoles. 

Nevertheleſs, the actual utility of public 
ſpeaking depends upon its anſwering the 
end intended to be produced by it; nor is 
it likely that it ſhould be wholly fruitleſs, 
where it compriſes the qualities already men- 
tioned. Inattentive, corrupt, and wicked 
as the larger part of the human race may 
be, it is ſtill highly improbable that they 
ſhould be all of them inſenſible to a mo- 
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mentous and intereſting ſubject, and to 
ſolid and manly ſentiments, when accom- 
panied with nervous and pathetic compoſi- 
tion; and recommended by a juſt, lively, 
and forcible delivery. With regard to the 
lectures of Jeſus, notwithſtanding the in- 
difference and diſlike they were in many 
inſtances received with, it will appear that 
the influence they have had is entirely un- 
paralleled. A fine and remarkable proof of 
this influence is furniſhed by the perſons 
who uttered the words of the text. Tho 
they went with a determined reſolution to 
ſeize Chriſt, and to carry Him a priſoner 
to the Jewiſh rulers; they were, as hath 
already been hinted, ſo ſtricken with his 
preaching as to be utterly incapable of ex- 
ecuting their commiſſion : nor were they 
diverted from their ſcheme in conſequence 
of any perſonal application that was made 
to them by our Lord, but merely by hear- 
ing what He was ſpeaking to others. It 
hath been recorded as an inſtance of un- 
common eloquence, that a famous Roman 
advocate was able, by the force of his 
pleading, and the earneſtneſs of his entrea- 
ties, to obtain his life from fome ſoldiers, 
I | who 
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who were ſent with expreſs orders to kill 
Him. But had not the oratory of our great 
Maſter a like effect, though He deſcended 
to no ſupplications, though He does not 
ſeem to have taken the leaſt notice of the 
officers who were commanded to apprehend 
Him, and only continued his diſcourſes to 
the people in general ? 

The whole chapter in which the text 
lies, doth, alſo, afford feveral teſtimonies 
to the efficacy of the Redeemer's ſermons. 
For we there find that they removed 
the prejudices of conſiderable numbers, and 
induced them to credit -his divine autho- 
rity. Indeed, the extraordinary efficacy of 
the Redeemer's ſermons is manifeſt from 
the converſions He made during his mini- 
ſtry below, and which were more numer- 
ous than might at firſt view be imagined: 
for we are told, in different places , that 
many at the paſſover, that many of the 
people, that many of the Samaritans, that 
many of the Jews who came to Mary the 
fiſter of Lazarus, nay, that many among 
the chief rulers believed on Him. We 
may add, that his inveterate enemies, the 
prieſts, the Phariſees, and the principal 


members 
+ John ii. 23. vii. 31. iv. 39. xi. 45. Xii. 42. 
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members of the ſanhedrim did, in a cer- 
tain ſenſe, believe on Him, even while they 
continued to perſecute Him in a cruel man- 
ner. Though they might not, perhaps, be 
fully convinced that He was the Meſſiah, 
they were convinced that He was an extra- 


ordinary perſon, and that He had aQually 


performed miraculous works : but their fear 
of the Romans, their attachment to their 
reputation and intereſts, and the hardneſs 
of their hearts were ſo ſtrong as to make 
them act in oppoſition to the perſuaſion of 
their own minds. 

Nor was the influence of our bleſſed 
Lord's diſcourſes confined within the limits 
of his reſidence upon earth. Have not his 


diſcourſes been attended with glorious tro- 


phies of ſucceſs, through every ſubſequent 
age of the world? Have not thouſands and 
thouſands, by their means, been brought 
to the belief of the truth and the practice 
of holineſs? The nobleſt ſpeakers of anti- 
quity could act only upon a very ſmall por- 
tion of mankind; whereas the force of the 
Saviour's leſſons was experienced not only 


by many in his own time, but hath been 


experienced by an innumerable multitude, 


of 


ö 


l 

of all kingdoms, and nations, and tongues. 
The force of the Saviour's leſſons hath, in 
ſome meaſure, been experienced even in 
enlarging the knowledge, civilizing the 
manners, and adding to the virtues of thoſe 
countries and perſons who have not pub- 
licly ſubmitted to his authority; and we 
truſt that there is a period in reſerve, in 
which the inſtructions of Jeſus will be ſtill 
more thoroughly aſſented to, more deeply 
felt, and more univerſally obeyed. 

The nature, too, of the effect produced 
by the ſermons of Chriſt, ſnews their infi- 
nite ſuperiority to all other compoſitions. | 

The ancient orators could only extend 
their influence to ſome preſent purpoſe, and 
bring about ſome immediate reſolution with 
regard to temporal affairs. But have not 
the Redeemer's lectures ſpread the beams 
of divine light through the Jewiſh and the 
Pagan world? Have they not illuminated 
the minds of thoſe who were plunged into 
the depths of ignorance and darkneſs? Have 
they not communicated the principles of 
piety. and virtue to thoſe who were im- 
merſed in corruption and wickedneſs ? Have 
they not diſpenſed conſolation and hope to 
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fuch as laboured under the burden of their 
iniquities ? Have they not adminiſtered ſor- 
titude and joy to ſach as have been expoſed 
to the ſevereſt affliftions? In ſhort, have 


they not enabled waſt numbers to ſtand 
-againſt the power of temptation, to bear 


the terrours of perſecution, and to face the 
hour of death with pleaſure ? Nay, is not 


the effect produced by them abſolutely 


everlaſting? Do they not introduce the per- 
ſons who obey their dictates into a ſtate of 
endleſs perfection, dignity, and felicity in 


the heavenly manſions? Ves, theſe are the 


mighty conſequences which ſpring from the 


lectures of the Saviour. Here, then, is 
indeed the triumph of eloquence. How in- 
ſignificant are the greateſt things that were 
performed by the eminent ſpeakers of an- 
tiquity, when compared with the illuſtri- 


ous, the aſtoniſhing events which have pro- 


.ceeded from our Lord's diſcourſes ! 


To crown all; the bleſſed Jeſus is an 
orator who can Himſelf ſucceed the la- 


bours, and reward the endeayours; of thoſe 
who comply with his exhortations. He 
doth not only inſtruct us how to behave, 
but will convey the aids of the Spirit, to 


keep 
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keep us ſteadfaſt in the path of our duty. 
He doth not only point out eternal happi- 
neſs as what may be the reſult of obedi- 
ence to his precepts, but enſures this eter- 
nal happineſs to his ſincere followers. He 
hath received from his heavenly Father full 
authority and ability to raiſe the juſt to im- 
mortal glory at the laſt day, and He will 
certainly do it. He will appear with in- 
expreſſible majeſty; will confirm, in the 
preſence of men and angels, the grand 
truths He delivered upon earth; openly 
applaud his faithful ſervants, and cauſe 
them to fit down with Him on his throne, 
-for ever and ever. 

Thus we have ſeen the truth of the 
character given of our Lord in the text: 
and, from what hath been ſaid, we may 
obſerve, 

1. That we cannot rationally heſitate in 
pronouncing that He muſt have been a di- 
vine teacher. Where ſhall we meet with 
ſo admirable a ſcheme of religion as He 
hath delivered? Nothing equal to it, no- 
thing like it, can be found, though we 


thould ſearch the world from the riſing of 
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the ſun to the going down of the ſame. 
Whence, then, could our Saviour derive it, 
but from the great Parent of light and of 
mercy ? 

It is true that the powers of reaſon, if 
duly attended to, will lead us to the diſco- 
very of ſeveral important principles. It is 
true that the ſupreme Being hath implant- j 
ed in the breaſt a moral ſenſe of good and ; 
evil. But, without derogating from the | 
faculties which the Almighty has been 
pleaſed to beſtow upon us, without blaſ- 
pheming the law which He hath written ; 
on the heart, we may venture to aſſert that [ 
the ſyſtem of the goſpel is beyond the un- = 
aſſiſted abilities and labours of man. A 
ſyſtem ſo clear, ſo compleat, ſo noble, fo 
abounding with uncommon conſolations, 
motives, and proſpects, could only be pro- 
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duced by a perſon who was a meſſenger N 
from heaven. The anſwer, therefore, which M 
Jeſus returned to the Jews, is evidently ra- ; 


tional and juſt. They aſked, with ſur- | 
priſe, how He knew letters, having never 
learned; and his reply was, My doctrine is 
not mine, but His that ſent me *. 
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This being the caſe, it follows, 

2. That we ſhould pay the utmoſt reve- 
rence and obedience to his doctrine, We 
ought to receive, as the dictate of God, 
whatever the Saviour hath declared to be 
true; and ſhould render it a calm, ſerious, 
and deep attention. What 'was ſaid to 
Him by St. Peter, on a particular occaſion, 
may be adopted by every one of us +; Lord, 
to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the 
words of eternal life. We ought to read 
the New Teſtament with frequency and 


care, acquaint ourſelves more and more 


with its momentous, its invaluable con- 
tents; and endeayour to underſtand its real 
meaning. Above all, we ſhould ſtrive to 
imbibe the heavenly temper recommended 
in the Redeemer's ſermons; and ſhould 
apply his ſacred leſſons to the amendment 


of our hearts and the regulation of our 


conduct. 

This, O! ye children of men, ye ſhould 
be earneſtly ſolicitous to do, it ye have any 
regard for your improvement, pertection, 
and advantage, either for time or for eter- 
nity. When the bleſſed Jeſus addreſſes 
you in his diſcourſes, reflect who it is that 


E 2 ſpeaks 
+ John vi. 68. 
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ſpeaks to you. It is no leſs a perſonage 
than the Son of God. When the blefled 
Jeſus addreſſes you in his diſcourſes, what 
doth He call you to conſider ? Why, He 
calls you to conſider your everlaſting inte- 
reſt, dignity, and felicity. Will you, then, 
be ſo ſtupid as to diſobey his ſacred invita- 
tions? Let me beſeech you not to be guilty 
of ſo much folly and iniquity, but to be 
daily growing in the knowledge of the 
truth, as revealed in the goſpel; and to be 
daily adyancing in the ſpiritual diſpoſitions 
which are there enforced by ſuch mighty 
motives 4. Take faſt hold of inſtruction, let 
her not go; keep her, for ſhe is your life, 
Inſtead of being devoted to light and tri- 
fling reading, be perſuaded fo to apply to 
the holy ſcriptures as to ſecure ſubſtantial 
bleſſings, and to become wiſe unto immor- 
tal ſalvation. | 

From what has been ſaid, we may per- 
ceive, 

3. The beneficial nature of the Chriſtian 
miniſtry, and the regard which ought to 
be paid to it. Was our Lord the moſt ex- 
cellent Teacher that ever exiſted ? Was his 
religion eſtabliſhed by his heavenly Father 
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to conduct ſinners from darkneſs to light, 
from vice to holineſs, from anxiety to con- 
ſolation, from eternal ruin to eternal hap- 
pineſs. It muſt, then, be of the utmoſt 
importance that ſuch a religion ſhould be 
continued in the world, and that its bene- 

volent purpoſes ſhould be carried on from 
one age to another. With this view it was 
that an order of men hath been appointed, 
whoſe buſineſs and duty it is to recommend 
and enforce the doctrines and precepts of 
their great Maſter, to lead and animate the 
devotion of his followers, to inſtruct the 
ignorant, to rouze the inſenſible, to com- 
fort the afflicted, to confirm the righteous, 
and, in general, to aſſiſt the children of 
Adam in the attainment of pious diſpoſi- 
tions and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. Such is 
the genuine deſign of the Chriſtian mini- 
ſtry; and who can juſtly aſſert that it is 
not a moſt honourable, uſeful, and laudable 
inſtitution? Who can juſtly aſſert that the 
office, in itſelf conſidered, doth not deſerve 
our ſincere approbation and reſpect; or rea- 
ſonably blame the apoſtolic injunction, that 
the perſons who execute this office ſhould 


5 be 


1 

be highly eſteemed in love for their work's 
fake * ? | 

Nothing can be more deteſtable than a ſen- 
ſual, covetous, proud, bigoted, and tyranni- ? 
cal clergy. Nothing has been more fatal to 
the cauſe of liberty, to the peace of ſociety, 
and to the real intereſts of our ſacred religion. 
But when the preachers of the goſpel do not 
act as if they were Lords over God's heritage; 
when they ſpeak as in the preſence of that 
Almighty Being who trieth the heart; when, 
with humility and faithfulneſs, they ſtrive | 
to anſwer the end of their profeſſion ; when 
they behave holily and unblameably among 
them that believe; when they poſſeſs the 
temper of the amiable Redeemer; they are 
certainly entitled to affection, encourage- 
ment, and ſupport. It is incumbent upon 
their hearers to contribute, as much as poſ- 
ſible, to the ſatis faction of their lives; and 
to the enabling of them to diſcharge with 
pleaſure, and encounter with fortitude, the 
obligations and difficulties of their ſtation. 
Their ſervices ought to be attended to with 
ſeriouſneſs, candour, and impartiality: they 


ſhould be permitted freely to declare and 
explain 
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explain whatever they apprehend to be the 
truth; and, above all, that practical regard 
ſhould be paid to their exhortations, which 
may give them the unſpeakable delight of 
beholding that they have not laboured in 
vain, but have, in fact, been the honoured 
inſtruments of promoting the ſupreme wel- 
fare of immortal ſouls. 

Once more, 

4. What a beautiful model hath Jeſus 
left for miniſters to follow ! It hath always 
been laid down as a rule, in every art and 
ſcience, that thoſe who' are ambitious to 
excel, ſhould copy the molt perfect pat- 
terns. Poets ſtudy the nobleſt works of 
the human imagination, painters deſign af- 
ter the greateſt maſters, and ſtatuaries ſet 
before them the moſt finiſhed pieces of 
ſculpture, that they may imbibe the ſame 
glorious enthuſiaſm, and transfer the ſame 
accuracy and graces into their own produc- 
tions. And ſhould not the preachers of 
the goſpel be equally ſolicitous to imitate 
the divine example of their Saviour ? | 

Did He treat on the moſt ſublime, the 
moſt engaging, the moſt awful ſubje&s 
which were ever diſcuſſed ? Did He deliver 
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the moſt folid, uſeful, and important ſen« 
timents that were ever advanced? Did He 
clothe his conceptions in the moſt proper 
and agreeable dreſs? Did He pronounce his 
ſermons with unparalleled fervour, ſweet- 
neſs, and dignity? Did He aim at nothing 
leſs than the higheſt, the eternal, felicity 
of mankind? Was He the moſt efficacious 
ſpeaker that hath lived upon the earth? 
To Him, then, let us apply, as the uner- 
ring ſtandard by which our behaviour ought 


to be regulated. 
It may, no doubt, be ſerviceable to have 


ſome regard to the beſt human teachers, 
and to endeavour after an acquirement of 
their diſtinguiſhing excellencies. But it 
ſhould be our chief aim, our grand ambi- 
tion, our moſt earneſt ſolieitude to reſemble 


the bleſſed Jeſus, as much as we are able, 


in all the momentous particulars which 
conſtituted his character as a public Speak- 
er; and we ſhould, eſpecially, be deſirous 
of poſſeſſing thoſe inward diſpoſitions that 
were the ſources of his beautiful conduct. 
Yes, it ſhould be our ardent concern, our 
perpetual prayer, that we may -bear the 


likeneſs of Chriſt, in that flaming zeal for 
the 


1 

the honour of his heavenly Father, and the 
ſalvation of immortal ſouls, which animated 
his ſacred inſtructions, his mighty labours, 
and his unparalleled ſufferings. Happy, 
thrice happy, is the perſon who comes the 
neareſt to that conſummate model which 
the Saviour hath exhibited ! Such a one, 
whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, will ſtill be entitled to the 
trueſt conſolation. He will be entitled to 
the approbation of. his own conſcience, to 
the applauſe of his great Maſter, and to the 
peculiar favour of his Maker. God grant 
that the number of his faithful miniſters 
may be continually increaſed ! May their 
ſervices be attended with the abundant in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit! and may they 
have many converts, who ſhall be their joy 
in this life, and their everlaſting crown of 
glory at the day of final retribution. Amen. 
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